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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to amendment filed on 1 2/23/2008. 

2. Claims 7, 12, 13, and 24-27 are currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the Invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 

granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the Invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an International application filed under the treaty defined In section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed In the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 7, 12, 13, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Lopke (6,553,310). 

5. As per claim 7, Lopke teaches the following: 

selecting a telephone number corresponding to a known location, (column 6, line 
65 - column 7, line 2), i.e. the location information may be provided in the form of a 
street address, zip code, zip+4, local area code, local telephone exchange , ordered pair 
of latitude and longitude values, etc.; 

making a correlation between the telephone number and the known location, 
(column 7, lines 14-18), i.e. server 110, using search engine 112, accesses local 
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database 1 1 6 as necessary to convert the location information into a useful form . For 
example, if the location is specified as a street address, location database 116 may be 
used to convert that location format into an ordered pair of latitude and longitude values : 

searching at least one of the World Wide Web and a database to identify 
locations at which the desired serv/ces or information can be obtained, (column 7, lines 
25-27), i.e. search engine 1 12 further uses the class of resource information to identify 
and retrieve the identity and location of qualifying resources listed in the resource 
database; 

selecting at least one of the identified locations at which the desired serv/ces or 
information can be obtained, (column 8, lines 4-5), i.e. at step 212 resources satisfying 
the request and location criteria of the requestor are identified; 

determining, for each selected location, a distance between the known location 
and the selected location, (column 8, lines 14-17), i.e. the results may also include an 
indication of distances to resources and confidence of match using appropriate icons, 
colors, highlighting, arrangement, placement, or other indicia of resource ranking; and 

displaying the selected locations in order of distance between the known location 
and the selected location, (column 3, lines 38-40), i.e. results are displayed so as to 
indicate a degree to which search criteria are satisfied. Thus, resources may be listed 
in order of distance , travel time, proximity to route of travel, etc. 



6. Regarding claim 12, Lopke teaches the method of claim 7 as described above. 
Lopke further teaches the following: 



Application/Control Number: 10/708,494 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2176 

determining a latitude and longitude corresponding to the telephone number, 
(column 6, line 65 - column 7, line 2), i.e. the location information may be provided in 
the form of a street address, zip code, zip+4, local area code, local telephone exchange , 
ordered pair of latitude and longitude values, etc , (column 7, lines 14-18), i.e. server 
110, using search engine 112, accesses local database 1 16 as necessary to convert 
the location information into a useful form . For example, if the location is specified as a 
street address, location database 116 may be used to convert that location format into 
an ordered pair of latitude and longitude values. 

7. Regarding claim 13, Lopke teaches the method of claim 7 as described above. 
Lopke further teaches the following: 

the telephone number contains a telephone area code, further comprising 
determining a latitude and longitude corresponding to the telephone area code, (column 
6, line 65 - column 7, line 2), i.e. the location information may be provided in the form of 
a street address, zip code, zip+4, local area code, local telephone exchange , ordered 
pair of latitude and longitude values, etc , (column 7, lines 1 4-1 8), i.e. server 1 1 0, using 
search engine 112, accesses local database 1 16 as necessary to convert the location 
information into a useful form . For example, if the location is specified as a street 
address, location database 116 may be used to convert that location format into an 
ordered pair of latitude and longitude values . 
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8. Regarding claim 25, Lopl^e teaches the method of claim 7 as described above. 
Lopke further teaches the following: 

a mobile device is used for selecting the telephone number corresponding to a 
known location, (column 6, lines 20-24), I.E. Personal digital assistance (PDA) 120 
provides a mobile capability for accessing Internet 108 via mobile cellular system 126 
and cellular base station network 128, the latter connecting to Internet 108 via, for 
example, an appropriate router. 

9. Regarding claim 27, Lopke teaches the method of claim 7 as described above. 
Lopke further teaches the following: 

the information about a location at which desired services or information can be 
obtained includes information about at least one type of service available at that location 
and further comprising displaying, for at least one selected location, information about at 
least one type of service available at that location, (column 8, lines 26-29), i.e. each 
entry further includes a point or two of additional resource information 314 which may 
include a web URL address or other links to information. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 0. The following Is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 

forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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1 1 . Claims 24 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lopke as applied to claim 7 above, in view of Schultz et al. (US 2002/0002552), 
hereinafter Schultz. 

12. As per claim 24, Lopke teaches the following: 

selecting a telephone number, Zip code or airport code corresponding to a known 
location, (column 6, line 65 - column 7, line 2), i.e. the location information may be 
provided in the form of a street address, zip code, zip+4, local area code, local 
telephone exchange , ordered pair of latitude and longitude values, etc.; 

making a correlation between the telephone number. Zip code, or airport code 
and the known location, (column 7, lines 14-18), i.e. server 110, using search engine 
112, accesses local database 116 as necessary to convert the location information into 
a useful form . For example, if the location is specified as a street address, location 
database 1 1 6 may be used to convert that location format into an ordered pair of 
latitude and longitude values : 

searching at least one of the World Wide Web and a database to identify 
locations at which the desired serv/ces or information can be obtained, (column 7, lines 
25-27), i.e. search engine 1 12 further uses the class of resource information to identify 
and retrieve the identity and location of qualifying resources listed in the resource 
database; 



Application/Control Number: 10/708,494 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2176 

selecting at least one of the identified locations at which the desired services or 
information can be obtained, (column 8, lines 4-5), i.e. at step 212 resources satisfying 
the request and location criteria of the requestor are identified; 

determining, for each selected location, a distance between the known location 
and the selected location, (column 8, lines 14-17), i.e. the results may also include an 
indication of distances to resources and confidence of match using appropriate icons, 
colors, highlighting, arrangement, placement, or other indicia of resource ranking; 

displaying the selected locations in order of distance between the known location 
and the selected location, (column 8, lines 14-17), i.e. the results may also include an 
indication of distances to resources and confidence of match using appropriate icons, 
colors, highlighting, arrangement, placement, or other indicia of resource ranking. 

However, Lopke does not explicitly teach a method where advertisements are 
presented based on the known location. Schultz teaches the following: 

providing advertisements based on the known location while displaying the 
selected locations, (abstract), i.e. the GIS based search engine can be combined with 
real time advertising to create a dynamic "yellow page reference". 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the geographic search engine of Lopke with the 
geographic advertising method of Schultz. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to have made such modifications because both Lopke (see column 7, 
lines 1-5) and Schultz (see abstract) are directed to methods of internet yellow pages. 
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13. Regarding claim 26, Lopl^e teaches the method of claim 7 as described above. 
However, Lopke does not explicitly teach a method where advertisements are 
presented based on the known location. Schultz teaches the following: 

providing advertisements while displaying the selected locations, the 
advertisements selected based upon the nature and location of the search irrespective 
of the current location of the mobile device, (abstract), i.e. the GIS based search engine 
can be combined with real time advertising to create a dynamic "yellow page reference". 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the geographic search engine of Lopke with the 
geographic advertising method of Schultz. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to have made such modifications because both Lopke (see column 7, 
lines 1-5) and Schultz (see abstract) are directed to methods of internet yellow pages. 

Response to Arguments 

14. Applicant's arguments filed 12/23/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant's arguments shall be addressed in the order in which they 
were presented. 

1 5. Applicant first argues on page 3 of their response that when a zip code is used 
as an input for locating a resource, the output will be the same for all users with the zip 
code. 
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The features upon which applicant relies (i.e., different users in the same 
Zip code) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in 
light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. 
See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 11 81, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

The examiner interprets applicant's arguments to be directed to the limitations of 
claim 24 which read "selecting a telephone number, Zip code or airport code 
corresponding to a known location" and "making a correlation between the telephone 
number, Zip code, or airport code and the known location". While the examiner agrees 
that all users living within the same Zip Code will get the same results utilizing the 
system of Lopke, the examiner would like to point out that this is interpreted to 
encompass applicant's limitation. As read from applicant's claim 24, their method may 
take as input a Zip code and correlates that code with a known location. The "known 
location" of claim 24 is interpreted to be that of a latitude/longitude pair. As Lopke 
teaches in column 6, line 65 - column 7, line 2, their method may take a Zip code as 
input and teaches in column 7, lines 14-18, that their method further converts the 
location input to an ordered pair of latitude and longitude values. 

Furthermore, as applicant's method may take simply a Zip code as input, it is 
unclear as to how applicant's method may present more exact location information than 
that of Lopke given purely a Zip code. Applicant discusses their method in pages 1 — 
and 1 1 , paragraph [0026] of their specification where they state "the same search could 
be entered in a free-format text form like conventional search engines (for e.g. users 
can enter "gas stations 20191" in the text box and hit "enter" on the keyboard). The 
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search results would start from zip code 20191 , provide information about all gas 
stations within the zip code 20191 but in the order starting from the point of interest." 
Applicant never significantly explains how their method may select a point of interest 
given simply a Zip code and a desired service. 

16. Applicant next argues on pages 3 and 4 of their response that Lopke does not 
utilize the entire telephone number as input. 

The features upon which applicant relies (i.e., entire telephone number) are not 
recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re 
Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

The examiner interprets applicant's arguments to be directed to the limitations of 
claim 1 which read "selecting a telephone number corresponding to a known location" 
and "mal<ing a correlation between the telephone number and the known location". 
While the examiner agrees that Lopke does not explicitly teach a method where an 
entire ten digit telephone number is used to select a specific position, their method does 
teach in column 6, line 65 - column 7, line 2, that the area code and prefix of a 
telephone number may be utilized to generate an input location. This interpreted to 
encompass applicant's "telephone number". Further support for this interpretation may 
be found in applicant's specification on page 12, paragraph [0030] of their specification, 
where they state "some countries the data for mapping of telephone number to a street 
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address is not available and prohibited due to security reasons. The area code and 
telephone prefix is sufficient to derive the zip code. 

The examiner would like to make further note that Lopke specifically states in 
column 6, line 65 - column 7, line 2 that a street address may be used as input. This 
street address would give the exact latitude longitude that the user wishes to select as 
their input location. It was a well known skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made that entire telephone numbers may be used to derive the street address of that 
telephone number. Support for this may be seen in the "Reverse Phone Directory" 
reference filed 2/22/2008 which shows several separate web pages for performing such 
functions. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time to 
have utilized such entire telephone number location searches in the location search 
method of Lopke. Motivation for utilizing such entire telephone number as input for 
location may be seen in Lopke as Lopke may use a street address as location input and 
a reverse phone directory uses an entire telephone number to derive a street address. 

1 7. Applicant finally argues on pages 6 and 7 of their response the difference 
between Lopke and the current application where they seem to focus on Lopke's lack of 
use of the entire telephone number. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., using the entire telephone number) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). 
Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the 
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specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Furthermore, as described above, utilizing an entire telephone number to derive 
a street address was a well known skill in the art. 

Conclusion 

18. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

1 9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GREGORY A. DISTEFANO whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1644. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached on 571-272-4137. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/GREGORY A DISTEFANO/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2176 
3/12/2009 



/DOUG HUTTON/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2176 



